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Parent Drop-ins

Parents are invited in to school half termly to meet the teacher and spend time in
the classroom with your child.

As well as this, we have our parents’ evenings in November and March.

The next parents’ evenings will be on Tuesday 18™ and Thursday 20" November
3:30-6:30pm. You will receive a letter after half term giving you time slot options
to book with your child’'s teacher.



The School Day 8:20am - 3pm

Our day (Reception): . ool
orest School:

8.20 am - settling in time
Blue Base - Tuesday

* 8.30 am - Register and phonics focus time Red Base - Wednesday
Green Base - Thursday
* 9am - 10.10 am - Learning through play Yellow Base - Friday
e 10.15 am - Snack and topic focus time(PSED / UtW) The afternoon may alter o accommodate each

class's PE session.
* 10.45 am - Playtime (whole school)

* 11 am - English focus time

e 11.20 am - Learning through play

* 12 noon - Lunch time

* 1 pm - Register and Maths focus fime

e 1.30 pm - 2.15 pm Learning through play

* 2.30 pm - Story time and singing



Statutory

The Reception children follow the Early
Years Foundation Stage Statutory
Framework.

This is enshrined in law and dictates what
and how we teach.

There are seven areas of learning in the
Framework which encompass all that we
do in Reception.

The Characteristics of Effective Learning
dictate how we teach in Reception.

Our Key stage One children follow the
National Curriculum.

Key Stage 1, Key Stoge 2 and beyond
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Mixed age classes and the EYFS

As you are aware we have three mixed age classes for September 2025 and one
pure Reception class.

Some Reception children are in a class with some Y1 children.

The classes are carefully balanced with some of our younger Y1s being mixed
with some of our older Reception children. Friendships, individual needs,
maturity, independence and the overall mix of the class has also been
considered.

We plan together as a team. The Red Base and Yellow Base teachers follow the
same planning for their Reception children.

The Year 1's learning is extended to cover the KS1 National
Curriculum. Planning for the Year 1s is shared and is the same for all the
classes.



The National Curriculum and mixed age classes

Other positive considerations:

= The National Curriculum is very year group based with little room within it
for SEND and AG&T. Mixed year group teaching allows children to revisit
previous learning at an appropriate pace as well as providing opportunities
for extension and depth incidentally across the curriculum.

= Enhanced social skills. Children are able to foster their social skills. Many
schools provide ‘buddy’ friendships. At Broomhill we do buddy reading. This
can now happen in the classroom.

= Teacher skill set. As a school we have worked with mixed aged classes for
many years and are a highly skilled team in this area.
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Statutory Assessment

Statutory assessment:

= Reception Baseline.
= Early Years Profile

= Year 1 Phonics Screening Check - 8t" June 2026.

A statutory assessment to assess pupils’ progress in phonics.

Year 2 children who did not pass the screening check in year 1 and those who
were not in school in year 1 are required to take the test.

= SATs are no longer statutory in Year 2.



End of year
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Reading in Reception

We follow the Little Wandle scheme to teach reading.

= This is a systematic synthetic phonics programme accredited by the DfE

= We learn to recognise and blend units of sound together to read words.

* https://www.littlewandle.org.uk/resources/for-
parents/#tabnametabHowWeTeach

= We send our phonics learning every week.

=  Once your child has learnt to read and blend the first set of graphemes we will
send home a reading book that closely matches. For most children this will be
after the October half term holiday.

https://www. littlewandle.org.uk/resources/for-
parents/#tabnametabBooksComingHome



https://www.littlewandle.org.uk/resources/for-parents/
https://www.littlewandle.org.uk/resources/for-parents/#tabnametabHowWeTeach
https://www.littlewandle.org.uk/resources/for-parents/#tabnametabBooksComingHome

Writing in Reception

Pinchy Parrot pencil grip
Formation rhymes — tracing with finger
Mark making — patterns and shapes
Fine motor activities — pegs, tweezers, dough disco,
playdough
* Craft activities — scissors, squeezy glue,
painting, sticking
* Gross motor skills —
balancing, carrying, spinning, climbing, hanging

* Qutcomes

* By the end of term 1 — writing short, decodable words
e.g. "sat"

* By the end of term 2 — writing short, decodable phrases
I - i o om0 o

* By the end of term 3 — writing sentences that can be mqri‘b—u—vw‘x“ ‘t

read by others.
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Maths

In Reception Maths sessions are short and practical.

We introduce and rehearse new mathematical
language and then complete a short, practical
task. They are encouraged to use mathematical
language in their play.

In number, children are encouraged to "subitise". This
means instantly recognising quantities without
counting them and is an innate ability.

This leads to "conceptual subitising” for larger
numbers, where children break quantities into smaller
groups to subitise them.

Children then have a deep understanding of numbers
to 10 and a firm foundation for future work on addition
and subtraction.




How can You Get Involved?
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You can help your child in a variety of ways: \

High

® Play dice and domino games - ’

® "Sound talk" words e.g. "Go and get your b-a-g"

® Use the weekly overviews to talk to your child about their learning, especially
check that your child can remember the new phonemes each week

® Read to your child regularly - reading quality texts to your child will enhance
their vocabulary.

® Ask your child to read their book to you 3x a week (later in the year).

® Numberblocks and Alphablocks are fantastic programmes that support how we
teach Maths and Phonics in Reception.

® Problem solve with your child. Talk about things!

® Spend quality time with your child and have fun!



